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HIGHLIGHTS
Pandemonium broke out when Minister of Finance, Thabo
Sophonea, was preparing to deliver the budget speech on 2
March as he was interrupted by legislators of the All Basotho
Convention (ABC,) who did not want the budget to be read,
claiming they had withdrawn from the coalition government.
However, the ABC legislators refused to cross the floor as
instructed by the Speaker of the National Assembly, Sephiri
Motanyane, to indicate that they indeed had left government.
The ABC in February 2022 elected Nkaku Kabi as its new
leader and he now wants Prime Minister Moeketsi Majoro to
step down immediately. Kabi has met with Democratic
Congress (DC) leader and Deputy Prime Minister, Mathibeli
Mokhothu, to plead with him to support the ABC’s push to
oust Majoro in parliament, which the latter refused to do.
The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU’s) 2021 Democracy Index
ranks Lesotho 64 out of 165 countries (1=best; 165=worst) with
a score of 6.30 (1=worst; 10=best), the same as in 2020,
putting it in the category of a “Flawed Democracy.”
According to Freedom House’s Freedom in the World 2022
report, Lesotho is rated as “Partly free” with an aggregate
score of 63/100 (0=Least Free, 100=Most Free).
Yet another police officer, Sergeant Tlali Setoromo, was
gunned down by an unknown assailant in late February 2022,
the third police officer to be killed in 2022.
The police are investigating allegations that some magistrates
are conniving with the prosecution and prison officers to
illegally release crime suspects.
The Transformation Resource Centre (TRC), a human rights
group, is reeling from allegations of misconduct, unfair labour
practices and mismanagement of donor funds, which is now
under investigation.

On 3 March 2022, Minister Sophonea tabled the budget
speech for the 2022/23 fiscal year. The Treasury projects
2.3% growth in 2022/23, before reaching 2.5% in
2023/24. The current account balance widened from a
deficit of M688.9 million, which is about 1.8% of GDP in
2020/21, to a deficit of M2 billion or 5.4% of GDP in
2021/22. In 2022/23 total revenue collection is projected
at M19.7 billion. Government’s total expenditure estimate
is M24.8 billion.
Sophonea proposed that salaries and wages be adjusted
by 5% across-the-board. Seven unions penned a joint
letter, dated 22 February 2022, to Prime Minister Majoro,
demanding a 25% salary increase.
As of 7 March 2022, Lesotho had 32,707 coronavirus
cases, 23,437 recoveries and 697 deaths.
The government reversed its 2020 decision to indigenise
the business of importing and reselling used cars and
increased licence fee from M600 per annum to M150 000.
Trade and Industry Minister Thabiso Molapo said that car
dealerships have been identified as an attraction for
money laundering and sponsorship for terrorism financing,
prompting the Import Car Dealers Association of Lesotho
(ICDAL), made up predominantly of businessmen of Middle
East origin, to threaten to leave Lesotho.
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET)
said on 1 March that the peak of the lean season is
ongoing, with most households experiencing and likely to
continue to experience Crisis (Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification – IPC - Phase 3) outcomes until the
harvest in March/April 2022.

An emergency session of the United Nations General
Assembly saw many African states abstaining from voting
on a resolution condemning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
However, Lesotho was among the African countries which
voted in favour of the resolution.
Minister Sophonea was in the United States (US) where he
concluded negotiations with the Millennium Challenge
Corporation on the multi-million-dollar second compact
under the US government’s Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC Compact II).
On 1 March 2022, Mafa Sejanamane, ambassador of
Lesotho to Ethiopia, assumed the African Union Peace and
Security
Council
(AU
chairmanship from Kenya.
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